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Archiepiscopal Encyclical on the Feast of the Annunciation of the Theotokos
and the Celebration of Greek Independence Day

March 25, 2023

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America:

Hail, unwavering tower of the Church, hail impenetrable wall of the Kingdom!
Beloved Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

This Day of Greek Independence — when throughout Greece, Cyprus and the
Hellenic Diaspora, the people of God celebrate freedom and remember the cost thereof —
let us train our minds on the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, who is the model for what
that freedom truly means. We sing her praises throughout Great Lent in the magnificent
Akathist Hymn, because March 25 is the date we observe her Annunciation of the Glad
Tidings of the Lord’s Incarnation, and because the Rebirth of the Genos is bound to her

mighty intercessions.

The Theotokos is truly our “unwavering tower” and “impenetrable wall;” for she
stands fast at the Throne of God in constant supplication for her People, the People of the
Church, and the citizens of the coming Kingdom. She is the guarantor of our Faith; for she
is the one who offered her humanity to God, so that God, in turn, could offer His Divinity
to us. She manifests that each of us has a place in the work of salvation, for through her, we
are consubstantial with the Son of God in His humanity, just as He is consubstantial with

the Father and the Spirit in divinity.
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The fact that the struggle for freedom is forever linked to the exercise of her own
freedom, is a cause for celebration every day, and not only on March 25. We can hold in our
minds and hearts the champions of 1821 in every kairos, for their example is ever-new and
ever-young. Their sacrifices remind us of the costly price of liberty, so that we might never

take for granted the freedoms won and what it takes to preserve them.

Therefore, my beloved brethren in the Lord, let us chant and magnify the Theotokos
with joyous hymns and heartfelt supplications that may ever be worthy of the “unwavering
tower” and “impenetrable wall” that surrounds us with love and spiritual protection. And
may we ever bring to the exercise of our democracies of Greece, Cyprus, America, and
everywhere in the Diaspora where “government of the people, by the people, for the
people” is honored, the determination and responsibility to make us worthy of the freedoms
that were gifted to us by the Heroes of 1821.

Long live Greece!

With paternal love in Christ,
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t ELPIDOPHORQOS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHZ

APXIEITIXKOIIIKH E'KYKAIOX

ApOu. ITowr. 65/2023

AQxlemOKOTIKT €YKUKALOG Y& TV €00TH ToU EvayyeAtopov tng O@cotdkov
KAl YL TNV €METELO TNG EAANVIKTG EMAVAOTAOT)G.

Yappato, 25 Magtiov 2023

IToog tovg LeBaocuiwtatovg kal Ocoprleotatovg Agxlepels, toug EvAaBeotatoug Tepeig
Kkal Awaxkovovg, toug Movayoug kat tic Movaxég, touvg ITpoédoovg kat taa MEAN twv
Kowotikwv ZvpPovAlwv, tovg EvtipoAoywrtdtovg Agxovteg Tov  OIKOUHEVIKOD
IMatowxpxetov, ta péAn e Hyeolac tov 100, ta Huepnjow kai Anoyevpativae LX0Agly,
tic Dlomtwxovg AdeApotntes, T NeoAaia, tic EAANvoeOodofec Opyavwoels kal
OAOKAN Q0 T0 XoloTeMwvuHo TMATowHa ¢ Tepag AgxLlemoKOTING AHEQLKNG.

«Xaipe, e ExkAnoiac 0 dodAevtoc opyog, xaipe, ¢ Baoideiac to dmopOnTov telxoc».
[Tooo@Aelc adeApol kal adeApeg ev XOLoTw,

Katx 1) onueowvr) émételo e EAANVIKNG Eémavaotaoews Kal te €0vikng
aveEaptnolag, 6Aot ol EAANveg otnv ‘EAAGda, otnv Kvmpo kat otr) dixomoga é0pTdlovpLe
Vv éAevOegia katl avaAoyllopaote tigc Ovoleg oL Eyvay yix avTr), €XOVTag g DTTOdELY AL
aAnOuwng eAevOeplac v Iavayia Ocotoko kat aewmapOevo Mapta. WaAAovue tov
Axka0oto “Yuvo kata 1) dudokewx e MeyaAng Teooapakootng, TLHOVTAG TNV, YIXTL TV
25" Magrtiov déxetal TO XAQUOOLVO AYYEAUQ, TOV EDAYYEALTHO ATIO TOV AQXAYYEAO YIX TNV
évavOowmion tov Kvplov, kat v dux nuépa moAAa xoovia peta, 1 D HHavayia

AVAYEVVAEL TO YEVOS HAG HE TNV TAVTOOUVAUT peTLTela TNG.

‘H Oeotdkog elvar otnv kvploAeEla «0 ATAAeLTOG TMVEYOS» KAl «TO  ATOQONTO
telx0c»! AmtagaoaAevtn peottola 0to BpOvVo ToL B0V, HETLTEVOVTAG OLVEXWS YL TO Aad

¢, 10 Aao ¢ ExkAnolag, toug moAlteg ¢ Baodelag twv ovpavwv. Eival 1) éyyvrtowx



CENTEIT{%}QJE
NG MOTNG Hag, d0TL 6 Oedg AapPavel Ao avt) TNV AdvOW LV PUOT, VI VX KATAOTIOEL
TOV AVOQWTO Kata xAaov 06, Amodetkviovtag 0Tt Kabévag Ao EUag £xeL To ducd Tov QOAO
010 £€0Y0 NG owTnEiag. Awx TNg BeotoKOL YIvouaoTe Opolot pé Tov Yio ToL Oeol Kata TV
avOowrdtta, OTtwe O Yiog eivat opoovotog pé tov Iatépa katl to Ayio I[Mvevua kata )

Oeotnra.

AVt 1] €éAevOepla oL EEaokel 1) Oeotokog oxeTICeTal e TOUG AYWVES YIX TV
éAevOepia TOL YEVOUg HaG Kal elval AQOQUT] YIX €0QTACHOUS KaOnpeQva kol OXt HOVO
Kato v Npéga g 25" Maptiov. Ag KQATHOOVUE TT) LVIHT TWV AYWVIOTWV TOV EIKOOLEVA
Covtavt) Héoa OtV KAQOWX HAG KADE OTLyUr), YIATL TO TAQADELYUA TOVG Elval TAVTOTE
émtikaQo. Ol ayawveg Toug pag VrevOvpiCouv OTL TO KOOTOG Yia TV éAevOegia elvat BagL

kat xoetdCovtat Ovoleg OO0 YIX TNV KATAKTNOT 000 KAl X T1) dlaTtrienoT) tne.

Ac PdaAovpe Aowmov, dyamnrtol pHov &deA@ol, €OXAQLOTNEOVE VUVOUS Kal wOEG
TIVEVUATIKEG TIROG T BE0TOKO, MAQAKAAWVTAG TNV VA TIAQAUEIVEL TTAVTOTE «O ACAAEVLTOG
TUEYOC» KAl «TO ATOQONTOV TELXOC», MOOOTATEVOVIAC UAG HE AYATI KAL TIVEVHATIKT)
mEooTAC(a, Kal &g dax@ULAATTOVHE TIG dnuokQaties pag oty EAA&da, otnv Kompo katl
TIAVTOL 0T dLXOTOQA, OTIOV «1] €E0VTIA AVTAELTAL ATIO TO AXO YLt TO AQO», YIXTL €XOVE TT)
HEYAAT TUUT) KAl TNV VOV WoTe V& Tapapeivovpe avtaélot tng éAevBepiag mov pag

xaploav ot fjoweg tov 1821.
ZNtw 1) EAAGDA!

Metax matowng £v XoLot@ ayamnng,

6 %@,@ %%%éo%
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