Procedures & Behavior Guidelines for Sunday School

1. Students should arrive at church no later than 10 AM to hear the Epistle and the Gospel.

2. Upon arriving at Church, students should venerate the icons in the narthex and light a candle.

3. Students, at all times, should be respectful and remain silent when they are inside the Church.  Students should not enter Church or speak in the Narthex during the following times: The Epistle reading, The Gospel reading and The Great Entrance.
4. After the Gospel is read, Father will address the students with a sermonette.

5. Students are expected to be respectful to their Sunday School teachers as well as their peers at all times.

6. Teachers will give each student three warnings during a class period for disruptive and/or disrespectful behavior.  After that point, he/she will be escorted to the Sunday School office where he/she will remain, until his/her teacher feels that he/she is ready to return to class.
7. Students who wish to partake of the sacrament of Holy Communion should be prepared to do so.  Before entering the Church to receive Holy Communion, students should have their hands out of their pockets so that they can bless themselves.  When approaching the Holy Chalice, students should tell Father their name and hold the red cloth under their chin.

8. At the conclusion of Holy Communion, students should immediately proceed downstairs to their classrooms.

9. At no time is a student allowed to leave class early or unexcused unless a parent has provided an early dismissal note to the child’s teacher before the beginning of the class period.

Guidelines for parents of toddlers and young children

1. It is important for parents to attend Church often with their infant or toddler before they become of Sunday School age.  This helps the child become more comfortable being in Church and participating in the worship service.  There is no doubt that attending Church regularly with an infant or toddler takes commitment.  It is also fair to say that, as a parent, you may be distracted during the worship service because of your personal attention to your child’s needs.  Nevertheless, it is very important to have these youngsters attend Church on a regular basis because attending the Divine Liturgy and receiving Holy Communion is a vital part of their young spiritual lives.

2. Guidelines for Parents of Young Children:

3. For the safety of all children who attend nursery classes up to first grade, it is necessary for a parent to go to the class and pick up your child personally, before you enjoy the refreshments served at the coffee hour.  This will prevent the child from becoming anxious because a parent cannot be found.

