3 Year Old Class:
Curriculum Covered: The Wonder of It All text builds an awareness of the presence of God in the natural world and in the Life of the Church and our calling to have a prayer/faith relationship with Him.
Scripture/Biblical Knowledge: OT: Creation, Abraham & Sarah, Isaac, NT: Annunciation, Nativity & Flight into Egypt, Jesus in Temple at 12, Epiphany, Presentation, Palm Sunday, (Concept of Pascha, Ascension & Pentecost) 

Church History/Holy Tradition: St. Nicholas, Church Setting and Icons 

Doctrine/Dogma: - One Church – The Body of Christ, Holy Trinity, Stewardship. 

Prayer – Liturgical/Personal: - Students are introduced to the Sign of the Cross and Christmas and Paschal greetings. Exposure to the following prayers/hymns, Our Father, O Heavenly King and Rejoice O Birthgiver, Come Let us Worship, Christ is Risen, As Many as Have Been Baptized, Alleluia, Blessed be the Name of the Lord ,and Lord Have Mercy 
Ethics/Morality: Child is cherished as a unique individual made in the Image of God.  Concepts of sharing, respect, being thankful, helping others, sharing, trust in God, forgiveness are introduced. Child is encouraged to sense the wonders of God’s Works. 

Vocation: Priest is introduced as one who cares for us. We are to give to the less fortunate, food bank. 

Pre-K Class (4 Year Olds):
Curriculum Covered: God, My Friends and Me is an introduction to the liturgical life of the Church in a simple manner 

Scripture/Biblical Knowledge: OT: Creation, Noah, Samuel, Garden of Eden, Moses, Psalms, NT: Miracles of Loves and fish, Prodigal Son, Annunciation, Nativity, Wisemen, Flight to Egypt, Epiphany, Palm Sunday, Resurrection, Ascension, Presentation, Martha and Mary, Zacchaeus, Centurian’s Son, Blind Man, Call of Disciples, Jesus and Children. 

Church History/Holy Tradition Children are introduced to the liturgical life of the Church in a simple manner, as well as the Church setting (architecture of Church building, icons, etc) through the use of the senses. Feast days such as the Presentation of the Theotokos, angels as God’s special helpers that take care of us, saints, names day celebrations and house blessings are also touched upon.
Doctrine/Dogma: God is presented as being as a caring, loving God, who always listens and is always present. The understanding that angels are God’s helpers and messengers is also discussed. 

Prayer – Liturgical/Personal: The Lord’s Prayer is reviewed, and students are introduced to mealtime prayers, prayers of thanksgiving, the Jesus Prayer, Trisagion, psalms as prayers, the Nativity troparion, and Christmas and Paschal Greetings. Divine Liturgy as an act of worship or celebration is introduced as are the hymns: Come Let us Worship, Christ is Risen, As Many as Have Been Baptized and Hosanna in the Highest. The Sacraments of baptism as related to Theophany and Holy Communion as a special celebration are touched upon. 

Ethics/Morality: The importance of relationship among friends, family and God in the homes and the Church and the Christian awareness of loving fellowship is discussed. 

KINDERGARTEN
Curriculum Covered: Together With God is an introduction to the liturgical life of the church with the understanding that the Church is God’s Family.
Scripture/Biblical Knowledge: OT: N/A, NT: Miracle of the Loaves and Fishes, Ten Lepers, Annunciation, Nativity, Presentation, Epiphany, The Parable of the Banquet, Zacchaeus, Last Supper, Jesus and the Children, Prodigal Son, Good Samaritan, Crucifixion, Palm Sunday, Pascha, Ascension, Lazarus, Pentecost. 

Church History/Holy Tradition: Church building – God’s house is our home. Venerating icons, praying before them and putting them in our homes. The Church Sanctuary and its contents including the altar table, crosses, gospel book, tabernacle, censer, bread and wine. Making the sign of, venerating and wearing crosses. Iconography – pictures of God’s family. Priest and Altarboys. Life of St. Nicholas. Church History through a discussion of the feasts of the Annunciation, Nativity of Our Lord, Presentation of our Lord in the Temple and Theophany, Palm Sunday, Holy Week, Pascha, Ascension and the beginning of the Church. Great Lent as a time of fasting and preparation. 

Doctrine/Dogma:  Jesus is God/ God is our Father. The Father sent His Son to be with us (Incarnation). Jesus died on the Cross to save us. The Passion, the Resurrection. Death/ Heaven and Hell. 

Prayer – Liturgical/Personal: The Lord’s Prayer – Prayer is a conversation with God. We meet in Church to pray, sing, listen, bring gifts, receive communion. How to bless one’s self. Priest leads us in prayer, visits the sick, is our friend and is assisted by altar boys. Prayer as talking to God about how we feel, asking Him to watch over us and thanking Him. Prayer for whom and for what. Concept of thanksgiving in regard to the Liturgy and Thanksgiving Day Holiday. Remembering the dead in prayer and by visiting the cemetery. Remembering God/ praying during the summer. Reading of Scripture as related to the reading of the Gospel during liturgy and explained in the sermon. Holy Mystery (Sacrament) of Communion as being God’s sharing His food with us. The Holy Mystery of Baptism and the Churching of mothers and children. Priest extends the prayers of the church to people in the form of personal blessings and the blessing of homes.  Children are exposed to the following prayers/hymns/liturgical greetings: Hymn to the Virgin, Christmas greeting, Praise the Lord, Lord Have Mercy, Glory to You O Lord, St Ephraim’s Prayer, Hosanna in the Highest, O Heavenly King, Before Your Cross, Christ is Risen, Holy God, As many As Have Been Baptized, Eternal Memory.
Ethics/Morality: The Church as a Family, praying/reading scripture as a family. We listen to preaching in the Church to learn how to be a good child of God. God gives us family and friends, through them we learn about sharing and loving. God makes us special guests and we share His Blessings. God gives us peace - we should not fight or be angry. We are to help others and do acts of charity such as visiting the sick and lonely. 

Vocation:We are member of God’s family. We are called to live in peace. Motherhood. Evangelism – telling people about God. 
1st Grade:
Curriculum Covered: God Loves Us is a study of God’s love for mankind as revealed in Scripture, Holy Tradition (the life of the Church) 

Scripture/Biblical Knowledge: OT: Creation - Psalm 92 - O Give Thanks to the Lord OT: Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Elias & Zarepath, NT: Elizabeth, Zachariah & Archangel, Annunciation, Nativity of Christ, Magi, Jesus’ flight into Egypt; the finding of Jesus in the Temple, Christ’s Baptism, the Good Shepherd, Jesus and the children, the loaves and fishes, the New Commandment, the Prodigal Son. 

Church History/Holy Tradition: St. Nicholas, Icons, Nativity Greeting: Christ is Born! 

Doctrine/Dogma: The Holy Trinity. We are all God’s children and are branches of the Tree of the One Church, the Body of Christ. 

Prayer – Liturgical/Personal: Sign of the Cross. Litany and responses. Our Father, Great Prokimenon, Rejoice O Birthgiver, Irmois 1, Christmas Canon, Vesper Stichera for Christmas, Baptism, Theophany Antiphon/Tropar. 

Ethics/Morality: “I am special” sharing/respect, God cares for us – gives us caregivers such as the priest. We are to be thankful, to give to and help others. Concept of sharing, trust in God and forgiveness are discussed. The book The Giving Tree is used to illustrate self-sacrificial giving. 

Vocation:We are all God’s children and are called to build-up the Kingdom of Heaven/Stewardship. 

2nd Grade:

Curriculum Covered: New Life in Jesus is an introduction to the Divine Liturgy and The Sacraments of Baptism, Chrismation, Eucharist and Confession. 

Scripture/Biblical Knowledge: OT: Ruth, Psalms, NT: The Good Samaritan, Dorcas, Parable of the House on the Rock, Pentecost, Let Your Light Shine, Last Supper, Christ’s miracles of healing, the wedding at Cana, the miracle of the Loaves and Fish, Zacchaeus and the Prodigal Son. 

Doctrine/Dogma: Children who are Baptized and Chrismated as infants and participate in Holy Communion share in faith/ and the Life of the Church. The Gift of the Holy Spirit is given in the Sacrament of Chrismation. The Holy Eucharist is our nourishment and the Body and Blood of Christ. God’s love is constant and forgiving. 
Church History/Holy Tradition: Introduction to the Divine Liturgy, Church objects, Patron Saints. 
Prayer – Liturgical/Personal: Review the Lord’s Prayer, Introduce Communion Hymn, Creed, Trisagion, Cherubic Hymn, St. Ephraim’s Prayer. Prayers of Thanksgiving. Study of the basic parts of the Divine Liturgy. Sacraments: Study of Sacraments of Initiation - Baptism, Chrismation and the Eucharist. Sacrament of Confession is introduced. Exposure to hymns: We have seen the true light… Let our mouths be filled… and The Cherubic Hymn. 
Ethics/Morality: Text stresses children identifying self and others as members of God’s family, the Church. The children are taught to see that the Church helps us to live as God wants us to through the Holy Mysteries (Sacraments). Children become aware of their relationship with God and the people around them. They are taught to understand that making things right is about forgiving others and God’s forgiveness of our sins. 

Vocation: To live as members of God’s family, loving and forgiving others. 

3rd Grade:

Text Book (Grade 3 Ages 8-9) (OCEC) 

Curriculum Covered: New Life in the Church is a study of the Sacraments of Baptism, Chrismation, Confession and Eucharist within the context of the life of the Church, enlivened by the Holy Spirit.
Scripture/Biblical Knowledge: OT: Psalms 103, 104, 148, Passages from Isaiah and Micah NT: Call of Disciples, Epiphany, Zacchaeus, Ascension, Parables – Prodigal Son, Good Samaritan, Unforgiving Servant, Last Judgment, Passion of Christ. Pentecost, Paul’s Conversion, St. Stephen, St. Philip, Miracles of Peter and John. 

Church History/Holy Tradition: Worship in the catacombs, Early Christians and Worship, Orthodoxy Sunday, Nativity Fast, Great Lent, Holy Week, Icons. Feasts of Nativity, Pascha and Pentecost. 

Doctrine/Dogma: Children become aware that the New Life received from Christ through the Sacraments is shared with others within the community of the Church. Sacraments. Idea of God’s Presence in all we do, Creed as a statement of belief. 

Prayer – Liturgical/Personal: Prayers Reviewed: Lord’s Prayer, Creed (begin memorization) St. Ephraim’s Prayer, traditional prayer introduced: O Heavenly King. Hymns: Bless the Lord, Christ is Risen, Vesper Stichera from Vespers, Types of prayers are introduced. Prayer is communication with God. Liturgical: Divine Liturgy, its parts and encouragement of child’s participation in the divine services. Vespers, Matins and Presanctified Liturgies are introduced. Sacraments: Baptism, Chrismation – Gift of the Holy Spirit, Holy Communion – Sacrament of Unity and Love. Confession/Reconciliation – Sacrament of Forgiveness. 
Ethics/Morality & Vocation: The children are helped to see that the church is a community of believers who are called by God: to pray, to worship, to serve and minister to others, to be forgiving, to share the Good News and teach the message of Jesus Christ, as Christians to make moral choices. 

4th Grade:
Curriculum Covered: Jesus the Promise of God  is the study of the Promise of God (Salvation through Incarnation of Christ) 

Scripture/Biblical Knowledge: OT: Exposure to the Ten Commandments, NT: Scriptures related to Feasts of our Lord, Nativity to Pentecost, Annunciation, Selected parables – Two Brothers (Matthew21:28-32), miracles and healings of Christ, Zacchaeus, Martha and Mary, Ten Lepers, Raising of Lazarus to the Resurrection. The Sermon on the Mount. 

Church History/Holy Tradition: Church setting- position of selected icons in church Study of selected icons Church symbolism during Pascha, Holy Week, Map study of the Holy Land. The four evangelists, the feasts of Annunciation and all the feasts of the Lord. 

Doctrine/Dogma: Angels and archangels, God’s gift of Free Will to all, The fallen angel – Lies and Temptations
Prayer – Liturgical/Personal: Memorization of the Creed. Hymns – Troparion of Christmas, St. Simeon’s Prayer, Stichera from Christms. What shall we offer You O Christ. Divine Liturgy – litanies, prayers and the Resurrection Service. Sacraments: Holy Unction – through stories of Christ’s healing of others. Holy Communion – through a discussion of the Mystical Supper, Confession – through discussion of growth and obedience to God’s way. Baptism- through a discussion of John the Baptist and the feast of Epiphany. 

Ethics/Morality: Making choices, facing temptations, responsibility for actions and concern for others who need help is discussed. Love neighbor as oneself, the distinction between the sin and the sinner and forgiveness as important to the spiritual life. Are stressed. Beatitudes are introduced as being rules to happiness. 

Vocation: Text introduces the concept of vocation, by showing that just as God’s people in the Old and New Testaments were called, we are also called to listen and follow Jesus. 
5th Grade:
Curriculum Covered: Our Life in the Church discusses the Sacraments of the Church 

Scripture/Biblical Knowledge: OT: N/A, NT: The Great Banquet/Marriage Feast, Publican and Pharisee, the Lost Sheep, Prodigal Son, the Sower and the Seed. 

Church History/Holy Tradition: The Origin of the Sacraments/Mysteries of the Church are studied as found in Scripture and in the Tradition of the Church. Extensive study of the services of each sacrament which includes quotes from the Church Fathers. Lives of St. Athanasius the Great, St. Roman.
Doctrine/Dogma: Introduction to Salvation History; Holy Trinity, Creation and the Fall, Incarnation, Redemption & Church Salvation.
Prayer – Liturgical/Personal: Student is acquainted with the sacraments of the Church and the privileges and responsibilities of church membership. Sacraments are the means by which the Church lives and grows. Divine Liturgy – Studied at a more intense level than earlier grades – 12 lessons are devoted to this. The Creed is reviewed and students are introduced to selected liturgy prayers: Anaphora/Eucharist Prayers, Prayer before the Gospel and the final prayers of the priest- Prayer at the Ambon. Hymns studied include: Antiphons, Troparia and Kontakia, Prokimenon, As Many as Have Been Baptized, Cherubic Hymn, and the Trisagion. 

Ethics/Morality: Students are shown that the goal of the sacramental life is to unite them to the Lord and to the members of the Church.
Vocation: Various vocations are open to members of the Church above and beyond their responsibilities as church members. 

6th Grade: 
Curriculum Covered: In the Beginning covers the Old Testament and its relationship to the New Testament and Church Services.
Scripture/Biblical Knowledge: Text focus on the Old Testament and its relationship to the New Testament and Church Services. Text is comprised of six units: Why the Old Testament? The Law. History, The Prophets, The Wisdom Literature and The Old Testament Lives in the Church. 

Church History/Holy Tradition: Addresses how Old Testament prayers and customs are still used in various services today, including, church concepts, symbols and practices such as censing and processions. Biblical symbolism of hymns and prayers as well as a study of maps is also discussed.
Doctrine/Dogma: The world God created is good, God is creator and ruler over all creation, Man is made in the image and likeness of God, Man was created to rule, to care for and be in charge over all creation, Man’s sin is choosing to live without God. Sin comes from man, not God, Prophecy of Messiah in Old Testament fulfilled in New Testament. 

Prayer – Liturgical/Personal: Students study the prayers, hymns and readings of the church services in light of the Old Testament. Students study the psalms and are exposed to their quality as prayers and hymns and the habit of prayer is instilled through opening and closing prayers. Church Services – the following services are discussed to show the Old Testament prayers, and in particular the psalms are used in the following services of the Church: Vespers, Matins, Divine Liturgy, Hours, Nocturne, Complines. 

Ethics/Morality: Students are exposed to the faith, wisdom, hope and love of various Old Testament figures; most notably: growth in faith and trust in God as did Abraham; recognizing God’s law in the commandments given to Moses; and the virtue and blessings which come from requesting wisdom from God as King Solomon did. Students gain an appreciate for the inspiration of the wisdom writings (Psalms, Proverbs, etc) and how they can be applied to life now. 

Vocation:Vocations are discerned through faith and trust in God. 

9th Grade:
CURRICULUM COVERED/TEXT BOOK 

Curriculum Covered: The Way and the Truth and the Life is a comprehensive text that reviews the many facets of the Orthodox Way of Life including, doctrine, history, liturgics, feast days and lives of saints, ethics and morality. 

Scripture/Biblical Knowledge: Students are given an overview of the Old and New Testament as being divine revelation. The necessity of understanding and applying the 10 Commandments and the teachings of Christ in one’s daily life is also stressed. 

Doctrine/Dogma: The text stresses an understanding of living the Orthodox Way and stresses five vital components: (1) The Life in the Holy Spirit – Conversion, (2) Repentance, (3) Struggle, (4) Liturgy –living a life of prayer, work and thanksgiving, and (5) Wisdom – understanding and living the dogmas and teachings of the Church – Nicean Creed. 

Church History/Holy Tradition: An overview of church history is presented which includes, Pentecost and the early Church, including the persecution of the 2-4th centuries and the freedom of the Church at the time of the conversion of St. Constantine. The rise of the Pentarchy - the five ancient patriarchates, is also discussed. A brief overview of the seven ecumenical councils is also given. The understanding of the Church being guided by the Holy Spirit as witnessed in the formulation of Holy Tradition is emphasized in the text. In particular, the veneration of saints and icons as well as the architecture of the Church is discussed. The following Lives of the Saints are presented: Saints Abraham, Alexis Toth, Basil the Great, Constantine, Ephraim of Syria, George the Trophy-bearer, Gregory the Theologian, Helen, Innocent of Alaska, John the Baptist, John the Evangelist, John Chrysostom, Luke the Evangelist, Macrina, Mark the Evangelist, Mary Magdalene, Mary of Egypt, Matthew the Evangelist, Moses the Prophet, Nectarios of Aegina, Nicholas the Wonderworker, Nina Equal to the Apostles, Paul the Apostle, Peter the Apostle, Raphael of Brooklyn, Sabbas of Serbia, Stephen the Proto-Martyr, Thekla, Equal to the Apostles, the Theotokos, and the Three Holy Hierarchs. 
Prayer – Liturgical/Personal: Feast days explained include: the 12 Great Feast Days and Holy Week. the glossary includes an explanation of select icons of the Lord and the Theotokos, Holy Week, the Winding Sheet (Plaschanitsa), Ascension and Pentecost. The Holy Sacraments of Baptism, Chrismation, Confession/Repentance and Marriage are reviewed. The Liturgical Year and Festal/Fastings Seasons are also discussed. Topics which include the two types of fasting (total vs ascetical) and prostrations are covered. The daily cycle of services/liturgical day is reviewed as is the significance of Holy Week and Paschal Services and St. Ephraim’s Prayer. Attention is also given to the Divine Liturgy. 

Ethics/Morality: The following topics are discussed: Forgiveness, love for God and fellow man, freedom and responsibility, humility, acquiring the fruits of the Holy Spirit, making moral decisions, suicide, euthanasia, abortion, the sanctity of life, materialism and human sexuality. 

Vocation: Marriage and monasticism as ways of living out one’s salvation are discussed.
NOTE TO PARENTS AND TEACHERS 

The role of parents in strengthening and reinforcing the curriculum that is being taught to 

their children is pivotal . Given the limited amount of time that can be spent in the 

classroom setting, it is crucial that parents help their children learn the Age Appropriate 

Prayers, Hymns and Religious Expressions that are outlined in this curriculum guide for 

each grade level. The text of prayers to be memorized can be found in our diocesan 

prayer book Come To Me. Texts for Liturgical Hymns may be found in our Diocesan Pew 

Book. 
